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	                               St Edmund’s Catholic Primary School 

 Homework Policy
SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT 
Our vision is to deliver an outstanding and distinctive Catholic education with Christ at the heart of our community. 
 
Commitment to equality: 
We are committed to providing a positive working environment which is free from prejudice and unlawful discrimination and any form of harassment, bullying or victimisation.  We have adopted a number of key policies to ensure that the principles of Catholic Social Teaching in relation to human dignity and dignity in work become embedded into every aspect of school life and these policies are reviewed regularly in this regard. 
The member of staff responsible for this Policy is: Assistant Head 
The Governing Body designate responsible for this Policy is: Teaching and Learning Committee 
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This Policy will be reviewed in March 2027 
 



Homework Policy

Aims of this Policy
This policy outlines the expectations for homework at St Edmund’s. This policy aims to:
· Provide pupils with the opportunity to extend their learning in areas of personal interest.
· Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school
· To encourage children to develop the confidence, independence, self-discipline and motivation needed to study on their own and prepare them for the next phase of education.
· To make set homework relevant and meaningful for the child linked to work done at school.
· Make expectations about homework clear to children, parents and other carers.
· Provide opportunities for parents and children to work together, thereby, fostering an effective partnership between home and school be expected across the phases in school.

What is Homework?
· ‘Homework’ refers to tasks given to children by their teachers to be completed outside of usual lessons.
· From Years 1-6, homework tasks will be set for:
. Reading 
. Spellings
. Grammar
. Maths
. Times Tables
. Religious Education
. Wider Curriculum


· Homework is about reinforcing, practicing and building confidence.
· Homework tasks vary significantly, particularly between younger and older children. Tasks may include: home reading activities, spelling practice, times table practice and may also include more directed and focused work such as revision for tests.
· Reading progress needs to be recorded in the reading record; some homework
may be set online.
· Research by The Education Endowment Fund (EEF 2021) highlighted that homework which is linked to classroom work tends to be more effective and could have higher impacts on learning.
· Teachers carefully link homework to classwork so it is relevant to the current learning. Homework is designed to enable opportunities for pre- teaching (revisiting previously learnt objectives in preparation for new objectives) and consolidation (revision of newly learnt objectives).

When is homework set?
· In the first week of each half term, teachers will set homework for the entire half term.
· The half-term homework overview (see picture below) is sent home to parents in the first week of each half term (children take home a paper copy and it is also uploaded to the class pages on Class Dojo).



· Every Friday, Teachers will set the Spelling homework and Purple Mash To Dos.
· Teachers will discuss and make the purpose of homework clear to children (e.g. to increase a specific area of knowledge, or to develop fluency in a particular area).
· Children are expected to complete the homework and return by Friday the following week.
· Teachers will keep a track of homework submitted.
· In addition, where the teacher feels that there are areas of need, children may be provided with extra one-off pieces of work or booster packs.
· Reception children will be set homework on a weekly basis through the use of RWI learning videos, reading books and online learning.

Resources
· All children are provided with a reading book from school. If the schoolbook is lost, there is a charge of £5 to replace the book.
· KS1 and Reception children have access to Bug Club – a website with digital books to read.
· Most homework is set online – all children have an online account for Purple Mash and Google Classroom.


Support for homework
If you have any questions about the class homework, or need a login, please speak to the class teacher in the first instance.
Please inform the teacher if there are any problems completing the homework.

Below is a summary of homework given:

	Subject
	EYFS
	KS1
	KS2

	Reading
	· Nursery children take home a
‘physical’ book with a reading record for recording reading experiences at home.


· Reception children – A phonetically decodable book goes home at set times each week with a diary for recording reading experiences at home. Books are changed twice per week.


· All EYFS children are encouraged to read every night as part of the bedtime routine.
	· Children accessing the Read Write Inc. (RWI) phonics programme, take home a fully decodable book matched to their current reading level. Books are typically changed once or twice per week to allow for re-reading, helping to develop fluency and confidence.
· At the Ditty stage, books may be changed more frequently (up to twice weekly) to reflect more rapid progression.
· All children also have access to Bug Club, where books are matched to their reading level, and may choose a ‘free choice’ library book each week to share at home.
· Children should practice reading to an adult for at least 10 minutes a day
· Additional time should be spent in discussion of the book e.g. literal and inferential style questioning.
· Please record and sign your child’s reading record book for all instances of reading that take place at home
· Children should be heard reading their own story books from home and be read to by parents e.g. bed time story which allows children to have lots of exposure to modelling of tone, intonation, expression etc.
	· Children are expected to read for at least 15 minutes each day. Where possible, this should include reading aloud to an adult to support fluency and expression.
· In KS2, although many children read independently, regular opportunities to read aloud and to listen to high-quality texts remain important in developing intonation, understanding and comprehension.
· All KS2 children may borrow a book from the school library or book corner, which can be changed weekly. Children working below age-related expectations will also receive a levelled reading book to practise at home with an adult.
· Discussion of vocabulary, inference and a range of texts, including news and magazines, is encouraged to deepen understanding.





	Spelling
	· In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), spelling is taught through the Read Write Inc. (RWI) phonics programme. Children learn to spell by applying their developing phonic knowledge to segment words into sounds and represent these using graphemes.


· As children progress, they begin to write simple words and sentences using the sounds they have been taught, alongside learning to spell a small number of common exception words.


· Spelling is supported through structured phonics sessions, oral blending and segmenting, and regular opportunities for guided and independent writing.
	Spelling lists/rules
· Children are taught spelling through the Purple Mash scheme, alongside their phonics programme. Weekly spellings are linked to phonetically plausible words, sounds taught and common exception words.


· Spelling sessions include a range of approaches such as Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check (LSCWC), dictation and quizzes to support retention and application.


· Children are expected to practise their spellings both in school and at home, including accessing the Purple Mash spelling quizzes.
	Spelling lists/rules
· Children are taught spelling through the Purple Mash scheme, with weekly spelling lists linked to statutory requirements and current learning.
· Spelling sessions include a range of approaches such as Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check (LSCWC), dictation and fun activities to support retention and application.
· Children are expected to practise their spellings both in school and at home, including accessing the Purple Mash spelling quizzes.

	Grammar
	· In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), grammar is taught through the Read Write Inc. Phonics programme and early language development.
· Children develop understanding of simple sentence structures through speaking, storytelling and adult modelling.
· As writing develops, children begin to apply basic grammar in simple sentences.
	· Children are taught grammar through the Purple Mash Grammar for Writing scheme, linked to National Curriculum expectations.
· Lessons introduce key grammar and punctuation through structured teaching and discussion.
· Activities such as quizzes, cloze tasks and word sorting support understanding and application.
	· Children continue to develop grammar through the Purple Mash Grammar for Writing scheme, aligned with statutory requirements.
· Lessons focus on the accurate use of grammar, punctuation and terminology in context.
· Interactive activities and quizzes are used to reinforce learning and assess understanding.

	Maths
	· Reception children are provided with weekly maths activities, including tasks on Purple Mash where appropriate, to support early number development through practical, play-based learning, with adult support at home.
	· Children will use Purple Mash to support their maths learning through games, quizzes and end-of-unit assessments.


· Activities may be set by the teacher to consolidate prior learning, reinforce key skills or prepare children for upcoming objectives.
	· Children will use Purple Mash to support their maths learning through games, quizzes and end-of-unit assessments.


· Activities may be set by the teacher to consolidate prior learning, reinforce key skills or prepare children for upcoming objectives.

	Times tables and number facts
	EYFS
· In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), children develop early number knowledge through practical, play-based learning.
· Children are encouraged to practise counting, number recognition and simple number facts (e.g. one more/one less and number bonds within 10).
· Parents are supported to reinforce these skills at home through everyday activities, games and songs.
	KS1
· We encourage parents to support their child to  count in 2s, 5s and 10s and then move to the 2s, 5s and 10 times tables
· Children are also expected to complete Doodle Tables each week.
· Children use Purple Mash times tables activities to support the development of recall, fluency and confidence. These interactive games and quizzes provide regular opportunities for practice both in school and at home.
	KS2
· In Year 3, children will learn their 3-, 4- and 8- times tables. By the end of Year 3, children are expected to know the 1-, 2-, 3-, 4-, 5-, 8- and 10- times tables and related division facts.
· By the end of Year 4, children are expected to know all of their times tables up to 12x12.
· In Years 5 and 6, children will apply their times table knowledge to related division facts and inverses, whilst working on any gaps from previous years.
· Children use Purple Mash times tables activities to support the development of recall, fluency and confidence. These interactive games and quizzes provide regular opportunities for practice both in school and at home.



	Religious Education
	EYFS
At the beginning of each half term, children will take part in a simple home-school RE project linked to their learning.

These projects will be:
fun, creative, and reflective

Children will:
explore ideas about God, love, and kindness
respond through drawing, making, or talking
share how they can show care and kindness to others

This supports early communication, creativity, and personal development.
	KS1
Each half term, pupils will complete a creative RE project linked to their current unit.

These projects will be:
fun, educational, and meaningful

Children will:
explore key Bible stories and teachings
respond through art, simple writing, or models
make links to how they can live out values like love and kindness

This supports creativity, speaking and listening, and understanding of faith.
	KS2
Each half term, pupils will complete a cross-curricular RE project linked to their learning.

These projects will be:
engaging, educational, and spiritually reflective

Children will:
explore scripture and Church teachings
present their ideas through creative and written work
reflect on how faith links to their own lives and the wider world

Pupils will work towards a final piece that shows understanding, creativity, and personal reflection.

	Wider Curriculum
	Reception - At the beginning of every half term, project work is sent home to investigate the new theme.
	Each half term, tasks will be linked to one of the Wider Curriculum subjects taught in class. i.e.
· Science
· History
· Geography
· Art
· Music
· Religious Education
· PSHE
· Computing
Children can select at least one task that they can work towards completing by the end of the half term.
	Each half term, tasks will be linked to one of the Wider Curriculum subjects taught in class. i.e.
· Science
· History
· Geography
· Art
· Music
· Religious Education
· PSHE
· Computing
Children can select at least one task that they can work towards completing by the end of the half term.
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