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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduce aims of assembly presentation- To learn what it BHM is, what is this year’s theme, who are some important people, celebrate our school community and reflect on how we can apply equality and peace to our lives. https://www.blackhistorymonth.org.uk/



What is Black History Month? 

● Ce le b ra te d  a nnua lly d uring  the  
m onth o f Octob e r. 

● Cre a te d  to  educate a nd  
celebrate b la ck p e op le ’s 
a ccom p lishm e nts.

● First  sta rte d  in Am e rica  in 1970
a nd  first  ce le b ra te d  in the  UK in 
1987.

This ye a r’s the m e  is…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share what BHM is and what it’s purpose is. Share this year’s theme. 



Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share the image and ask who they are why they are important. Allow thinking time, talk partner time and then sharing what they know. 



Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?

Ma rt in Luthe r King  J r. 
● Gre w up  in southe rn Am e rica  whe n the  la ws 

se p a ra te d  b la ck a nd  white  p e op le . This wa s 
ca lle d  se g re g a t ion. 

● Ma rt in Luthe r King  J r sup p orte d  Rosa Parks in 
b oycot t ing  the  b use s to  he lp  g e t  the  
se g re g a t ion la ws cha ng e d . 

● I n  1963, he  g a ve  a  fa m ous sp e e ch which 
focuse d  on his d re a m to  live  in a  world  whe re  
b la ck p e op le  a nd  white  p e op le  could  live  in 
p e a ce . 

● I n 1964 , he  won the  Nob e l Pe a ce  Prize  fo r his 
cont rib ut ions to  the  Civil Rig hts Move m e nt .

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share facts about the person and why they are important to black history. 



Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?
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Presentation Notes
Share the image and ask who they are why they are important. Allow thinking time, talk partner time and then sharing what they know. 




Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?

Ma e  J e m ison
● Ma e  J e m ison wa s the  first b la ck wom a n to  

b e com e  a n a st rona ut .
● She  wa s one  of 15 out  o f 2,000 a p p lica nts to  g e t  

a  p osit ion a t  NASA’s a st rona ut  p rog ra m  in 1987. 
● She  fle w in 1992 on the  sp a ce  shut t le  

‘End e a vour’
● Afte r she  re t ire d , she  se t  up  he r own com p a ny 

to  he lp  d e ve lop ing  count rie s a nd  cre a te d  a n 
inte rna t iona l scie nce  ca m p to  e ncoura g e  
te e na g e rs to  g e t  into  scie nce . 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share facts about the person and why they are important to black history. 




Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?
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Presentation Notes
Share the image and ask who they are why they are important. Allow thinking time, talk partner time and then sharing what they know. 




Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?

Fre d e rick Doug la ss
● He  wa s b orn into  sla ve ry. The  wife  o f his owne r 

ta ug ht  him  to  re a d . 
● Whe n he  wa s 20 , he  e sca p e d to  Ne w York a nd  

b e g a n p ub lic sp e a king  a nd  writ ing , working  with 
a b o lit ionist s to  he lp  e nd  the  p ra ct ice  o f sla ve ry.

● He  e ve ntua lly b oug ht  his fre e d om  with he lp  from  
his frie nd s. He  t ra ve lle d  a ll ove r g iving  p owe rful 
sp e e che s to  insp ire  o the rs a nd  fig ht  fo r sla ve ry to  
b e  a b o lishe d . 

● Bla ck Histo ry Month is  ce le b ra te d  in Fe b rua ry in 
Am e rica , a s this is  whe n Doug la ss’ b irthd a y wa s.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share facts about the person and why they are important to black history. 




Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?
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Presentation Notes
Share the image and ask who they are why they are important. Allow thinking time, talk partner time and then sharing what they know. 




Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?

Rosa  Pa rks
● Rosa  Pa rks wa s b orn in Southe rn Am e rica  into  a  world  

whe re  b la ck a nd  white  p e op le  we re  se p a ra te d . This wa s 
ca lle d  se g re g a t ion. 

● She  jo ine d  the  Na t iona l Associa t ion for the  
Ad va nce m e nt  o f Coloure d  Pe op le  (NAACP), to  fig ht  fo r 
e q ua l rig hts fo r b la ck p e op le . 

● I n 1955, she  b oa rd e d  a  b us a nd  sa t  the  front . Whe n she  
wa s sup p ose d  to  m ove  for a  white  p e rson, she  re fuse d  
a nd  wa s a rre ste d for b re a king  the  se g re g a t ion la ws. 

● Rosa  b oycot te d  the  b use s fo r 361 d a ys with m a ny 
o the rs. This p ro te st  e ve ntua lly le d  the  la ws to  b e  
cha ng e d . She  b e ca m e  known a s the  ‘Mothe r o f the  Civil 
Rig hts Move m e nt’.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share facts about the person and why they are important to black history. 




Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?
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Presentation Notes
Share the image and ask who they are why they are important. Allow thinking time, talk partner time and then sharing what they know. 




Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?

Ma ry Se a co le
● Ma ry wa s b orn in J a m a ica a nd  ha d  a n inte re st  in 

m e d icine  a nd  nursing  from  a  young  a g e . 
● I n 1855, she  d e cid e d  to  g o  a nd  he lp  sick a nd  injure d  

so ld ie rs who we re  fig ht ing  in the  Crim e a n wa r. She  
wa sn’t  a llowe d  to  g o , b ut  d e cid e d  to  g o  a nywa y. 

● On the  b a t t le fie ld , she  se t  up  a  ‘ho te l’ fo r so ld ie rs who 
we re  wound e d  so  the y could  re st  a nd  g e t  b e t te r. 

● She  e ve n rod e  horse s into  b a t t le  to  ca re for injure d  
so ld ie rs, on b o th sid e s o f the  wa r. 

● Ma ry b roke  the  ru le s a nd  d id  wha t  she  thoug ht  wa s 
rig ht , e ve n whe n it  wa s d a ng e rous or she  wa sn’t  
‘sup p ose d  to ’.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share facts about the person and why they are important to black history. 
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a re  the y im p orta nt?
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Who are these people are why 
a re  the y im p orta nt?

I g na t ius Sa ncho
● He  wa s b orn on a  sla ve  ship , b roug ht  to  Eng la nd  a s a n 

orp ha n a nd  worke d  a s a  b ut le r.
● His owne r sup p orte d  his cre a t ivity a nd  so  he  wro te  

p la ys, p oe t ry a nd  m usic a nd  se tb  up  his own shop  in 
Lond on for o the r cre a t ive  p e op le . 

● He  a lso  sp oke  out a g a inst  the  sla ve  t ra d e  using  his 
writ ing  skills . 

● He  wa s the  first  known b la ck Brit ish vo te r. Prio r to  this, 
b la ck p e op le  we re n’t  a llowe d  to  vo te , only white  p e op le  
could . 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share facts about the person and why they are important to black history. 




Benjamin Zephaniah

Be nja m in Ze p ha nia h sp oke  out  a b out  ra cism , ine q ua lity a nd  
socia l injust ice . He  b e lie ve d  tha t  histo ry o fte n only ta ug ht  ‘ha lf 
the  sto ry’ o f b la ck histo ry a nd  worke d  to  e d uca te  a nd  ce le b ra te  
b la ck histo ry throug h his use  o f p oe t ry, m usic a nd  writ ing . 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Share who Benjamin Zephaniah was and why he was important to Black British history and culture. 



The British
Se rve s 60  m illion.
Ta ke  som e  Picts, Ce lts  a nd  Silure s 

And  le t  the m  se t t le , 
The n ove rrun the m  with Rom a n conq ue rors. 

Re m ove  the  Rom a ns a fte r a p p roxim a te ly 400 ye a rs 
Ad d  lo ts o f Norm a n Fre nch to  som e  
Ang le s, Sa xons, J u te s a nd  Viking s, the n st ir vig orously.

Mix som e  ho t  Chile a ns, coo l J a m a ica ns, Dom inica ns, 
Trinid a d ia ns a nd  Ba ja ns with som e  Ethiop ia ns, Chine se , 
Vie tna m e se  a nd  Sud a ne se . 

The n ta ke  a  b le nd  o f Som a lia ns, Sri La nka ns, Nig e ria ns 
And  Pa kista nis, 
Com b ine  with som e  Guya ne se  
And  turn up  the  he a t . 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read his poem aloud, or if in a small class setting, allow the children to read it in small groups and share what they think it’s about and means. 



Sprinkle some fresh Indians, Malaysians, Bosnians, 
I ra q is a nd  Ba ng la d e shis tog e the r with som e  
Afg ha ns, Sp a nish, Turkish, Kurd ish, J a p a ne se
And  Pa le st inia ns 

The n a d d  to  the  m e lt ing  p o t . 

Le a ve  the  ing re d ie nts to  sim m e r. 
As the y m ix a nd  b le nd  a llow the ir la ng ua g e s to  flourish 
Bind ing  the m  tog e the r with Eng lish. 
Allow t im e  to  b e  coo l. 

Ad d  som e  unity, und e rsta nd ing , a nd  re sp e ct  fo r the  fu ture , 
Se rve  with just ice  
And  e njoy. 

Note : All the  ing re d ie nts a re  e q ua lly im p orta nt . Tre a t ing  one  
ing re d ie nt  b e t te r tha n a no the r will le a ve  a  b it te r unp le a sa nt  
ta ste . 
Warning : An une q ua l sp re a d  o f just ice  will d a m a g e  the  p e op le  
a nd  ca use  p a in. Give  just ice  a nd  e q ua lity to  a ll. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read his poem aloud, or if in a small class setting, allow the children to read it in small groups and share what they think it’s about and means. 




Challenge!
Ca n we  write  our own p oe m  b a se d  

on schoo l? 
Ta ke  som e …
Mix som e …
Ad d  a  sp rinkle  o f…
Ble nd  in som e …
Com b ine  with…
Ad d  the m  to…
Stir the  ing re d ie nts…
Se rve  with..

Note: 
Warning: 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This can be done as a whole assmebly- children discuss and share and write it together on a flipcahrt/whiteboard to share with the group. Or, this could be set as a homework challenge. If this is done in a classroom setting, children could write their poems in pairs or small groups to share with the class.



Reflection

Wha t  ne w fa ct  ha ve  you le a rnt  a b out  som e one  
from  histo ry tod a y?

How ca n we  ce le b ra te  our school com m unity a nd  
d iffe re nce s?

How ca n we  m a ke  sure  we  liste n to  o the rs’ sto rie s 
with re sp e ct  a nd  kind ne ss?

Wha t  ha ve  you le a rnt  a b out  b la ck p e op le s’ sto rie s 
a nd  live s?

Everyone’s stories are important because…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Use this slide if in a community school. 



Prayer

Father God, thank you for making 
us all unique, different and special. 
We pray for those persecuted for 
their race that you bring them 
comfort. We pray for peace across 
the world and to live in a world 
where everyone is valued, accepted 
and loved for who they are. Amen. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Use this slide if prayers are part of your school ethos and community. 
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